
Journal of Globalization Studies, Vol. 11 No. 2, November 2020 108–120 
DOI: 10.30884/jogs/2020.02.08 

108 

IMPACT OF GLOBALIZATION ON LOCAL TRADITIONAL 
HANDICRAFT INDUSTRIES IN BRAZIL  

M. Rezaul Islam 
Institute of Social Welfare and Research,  

University of Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Cristiano Franco Burmester 
Pontifical Catholic University of São Paulo 

 
 
The main objective of this study is to examine the impact of globalization on the 
local traditional handicraft industry in Brazil. The study used a qualitative ap-
proach where an in-depth case interview method was employed for data collec-
tion. The study selected four respondents from four traditional handicraft indus-
tries (one from each) such as blacksmith, locker smith, shoemaker and machine 
manufacturer who work in different places in the Sao Paolo City in Brazil. Also, 
the study used documentation survey and observation methods. The results 
show that globalization has considerable negative impacts on those indigenous 
traditional handicraft industries which gradually decrease. As a result, the 
number of people occupied in these industries significantly decreases, and they 
face numerous economic and psychosocial problems. The findings of this study 
may be a useful guideline for the policymakers, development experts, academics 
and researchers.  

Keywords: Brazil, globalization, traditional/local knowledge, local traditional 
occupations, local identity.  

Introduction 

Globalization, particularly its impacts, has gained ample attention from the policymak-
ers, researchers, academics, politicians and social activists all over the world. After the 
Industrial revolution, this concept was highly expanded to think that globalization, as an 
outcome of industrialization and urbanization, is positive for socioeconomic and cultur-
al development. More recently, and perhaps more clearly, the attention has been con-
centrated on the negative impacts of globalization which undoubtedly destroyed local 
and indigenous cultures, local indigenous/traditional knowledge and skills, local tradi-
tional occupations, local social capitals and management system and all these pose a 
threat to local identities. Similar to other territories, globalization has a wide range of 
impacts on the Latin American countries. Wolf (2005) argued that liberal globalization 
is a movement towards greater integration which creates both natural and manmade 
barriers to international economic exchange. Several analysts mentioned that in many 
cases globalization has wide negative impacts on the developing and underdeveloped 
countries (mainly in Latin America, Africa and Asia) whereas the rich countries benefit it. 
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In many cases, these wealthy countries exported their technologies, productions (both 
material and non-material), culture (such as habits, values, education, foods, music, 
etc.) and communication equipment to the developing and underdeveloped countries. 
As a consequence, these underdeveloped and developing countries were bound to im-
port those production, technologies and cultures as driving forces of their development. 
This process increased the dependency of the underdeveloped and developing countries 
on the developed (Western) countries.  

Latin America has a broad diversity of developmental levels among its countries. 
Some of them, like Brazil, Chile and Mexico have taken a faster pace in achieving  
a higher level of economic development, while others, like Bolivia, Peru, and Ecuador 
still have mostly a rural society and a lower level of technological and infrastructure 
advancement. At the same time, the cultural diversity is the key factor for understanding 
the Latin American identity and the diversity of its numerous communities. The multi-
tude of art forms from the ancient civilizations of the Aztecs and Mayans till today's 
rich popular music, painting, folk dances and cuisine, just to name a few, reveals a lot 
about the diverse cultural identities present on the continent. The regional culture is also 
manifested in jobs and as a consequence of its diversity, a high level of entrepreneur-
ship is common to many Latin countries. As it happened around the world, the process 
of globalization has produced its impact on Latin American countries.  

Supported by funds provided by large organizations and flows of resources driven 
by international financial markets, the multinational companies and brands have placed 
large pressure on local businesses and cultural identity. For countries at a more rural 
stage of development, the overflow of goods and products produced in industrialized 
countries and offered to the local communities supported by mass communication 
means has considerably impacted the local cultures highly based on tradition, religion, 
folk art and peculiar local identity. On the other hand, the development of a higher 
standard of infrastructure allowing the distribution of these products is among the posi-
tive effects of globalization. In the countries which are already at a higher level of tech-
nological and economic development, globalization pushed mergers and acquisitions of 
regional and local companies forcing large regional and local companies to merge with 
multinational organizations. This process has ultimately weakened the local identity. It 
seems that internationalization of these companies has opened doors for the local well-
qualified workers who acquired an international status and somehow, due to the ability 
to adapt, are original to their own local culture, so they could gain access to a global 
market, even if under the name of a multinational brand.  

A vast number of studies evidenced that due to the lack of public awareness, low 
education and skills, shortage of investments overpopulation and mass poverty, lack of 
equitable distribution of resources, political influence, impacts of climate change and 
disasters, the developing and underdeveloped countries in Latin America could hardly 
get benefits from globalization; and moreover, this creates hegemony, cultural diffusion 
and dependency. It is noted that due to the transformation of political ideologies in these 
countries, there increased industries and market dependency. On the other hand, due to 
increasing poverty, unemployment and natural disasters, people from rural areas gradu-
ally migrated to the city areas in search of employment. People become more dependent 
on the urban industry.  
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Fig. 1. Map of Brazil 

The geographical location of Brazil is the Eastern South America that is adjacent 
with the Atlantic Ocean. It is the largest country in South America and the Southern 
Hemisphere. Its most territory is plane with some lowlands in the north. It has hills and 
mountains with 3.3 million square miles of Amazon rain forest. Globally, Brazil is one 
of the leading economies in the world (ranking the 9th), but this is also true that one ob-
serves here one of the most unequal wealth distribution among the population in com-
parison with other countries of the world. According to official statistics of the Gov-
ernment of Brazil, nearly 25 per cent of the population live under the poverty line. The 
Brazilian census recently categorized 305 different indigenous ethnic groups, speaking 
274 languages. All these languages run the risk of becoming extinct due to the small 
number of people speaking each of them. It is important to note that as much as 17.5 per 
cent of this population does not speak Portuguese at all. Moreover, there are 69 groups 
still isolated or having the only contact to the rest of the society through other indige-
nous groups.  

Similar as in other countries, this has negatively impacted the traditional handicraft 
industry in Brazil such as blacksmiths, locksmiths, traditional manufactures, wood 
makers, shoemakers, and so on. When an emerging country pushes economic develop-
ment, local identity will drive small businesses to search for market opportunities, posi-
tioning products and services from a local culture perspective as a way to face competi-
tion from stronger multinational brands and companies. The strength of the global fi-
nancial markets, supporting global or multinational brands, brings an unreasonable 
competition to local businesses, building socio-cultural conflicts within emerging coun-
tries. There is evidence that due to industrial production most of these local traditional 
occupations are obliterating from the society and this becomes one of the tensions for 
the local identity both in the developing and underdeveloped countries. In the case of 
Brazilian capitalistic form of democracy, the poor people do not get any kind of benefits 
from globalization and in many cases the poor people rather lose their indigenous skills-
based occupations like, for example, blacksmith, goldsmith, locksmith and many others. 
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Based on four in-depth case interviews with representatives of traditional handicraft 
industry (namely, a blacksmith, a shoemaker, a wood maker and a traditional lock-
smith), this paper tries at highlighting some driving factors as well as impacts of global-
ization which seem to impede this industry in Brazil.   

Literature Review: Conceptual Framework 

For the literature review, this study has used a Qualitative Interpretative Meta-Synthesis 
(QIMS) and data analysis technique. The study used the Scopus and Web of Science 
archives to search the literature for the period between 2001 and 2018 and used seven 
keywords searching, namely: traditional handicraft industry in Latin America, tradition-
al handicraft industry in Brazil, globalization in Brazil, cultural globalization in Brazil, 
local knowledge in Brazil, traditional knowledge in Brazil and indigenous knowledge in 
Brazil. According to both search engines, the number of publications on local 
knowledge in Brazil is larger in both Scopus and Web of Science and ranged 165 and 
160 respectively. No publications are recorded on the ‘traditional handicraft industry in 
Latin America’ and ‘traditional handicraft industry in Brazil’. It is evident that in all 
other five categories the numbers increased over time though in most of the cases the 
trend shows a downward after 2017.  

 
Fig. 2. Number of Scopus and Web of Science cited documents  

* Local traditional handicraft industry in Latin America = No documents are found 
** Local traditional handicraft industry in Brazil = No documents are found 

It is apparent from these two graphs that the numbers of publications are not enough on 
different keywords except the local knowledge in Brazil. Also, there is a clear 
knowledge gap concerning the impact of globalization on local traditional handicraft 
industries. 

Globalization 

The concept ‘globalization’ is one of the most vibrant and animated concepts. Globali-
zation conceives so many meanings and components that it is very difficult to capture 
them in a single sentence (Islam 2019; Islam et al. 2019). There are so many definitions 
of globalization that it is very difficult to articulate them all in a few words or sentences. 
Daly (1999) mentions that globalization is a kind of integration of many formerly na-
tional economies into one global economy mainly via free trade and free capital mobili-
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ty. Lee and Collin (2005) consider globalization as a problematic process of finding a 
meeting point on how events, decisions and activities in one part of the world are inter-
related with another part of the world. However, globalization is a contrasting and mul-
ti-faceted phenomenon. It has a wide variation in terms of its intellectual and cultural 
influences across borders through widening economic and business relations (Islam 
2019; Islam et al. 2019). In another way, globalization is a process that influences inter-
mingling and assimilation of people, companies, and governments of different nations 
through international trade, investment and information technologies. This process has 
immediate impacts on economy, environment, culture and politics in the line with hu-
man well-being around the world (The Levin Institute 2017). Petrella (2005) describes 
globalization as a worldwide consumer market. Globalization is also extensively used to 
mean Westernization, modernization, and Americanization. According to the Levin In-
stitute (2017), this process creates modern social structures such as capitalism, material-
ism, rationalism, industrialism, bureaucratism and individualism throughout the world, 
therefore, demolishing our inherited and indigenous cultures and traditions.  

Allen and Skelton (1999) argue that cultural globalization demonstrates such domi-
nant cultures where all people are not equally benefit it. It is noted that one of the sides 
of small businesses in local markets is the presence of services and goods, which partly 
come from work which is still performed through manual labor. Today, Western culture 
values the manual work. It is noted that the products of this kind of traditional handi-
craft have turned into a valuable industry, and the price of this product is much higher 
than the product of modern industry. This trend responds to the global consumerism 
which has now taken the shape of dominant world culture and is one of the strongest 
trends in globalization. From this analysis, such kind of dominant cultural process leads 
to liberalization of capital movements, attaining the global trade and investment mar-
kets, and increasing the use of information and communication technologies.  

Brazil is one of the largest middle-income countries in the world with many gaps in 
terms of its socioeconomic conditions, international relations and institutional capaci-
ties. The country is also known as one of the countries having the most unequal national 
income distribution in the world. Although the country has achieved a significant level 
of economic growth over the past few decades there are still many spheres, including 
the living standards, health status and education, where the gaps between different seg-
ments of population are large (Maluf and Burlundy 2007; Beghin 2008). Due to its 
highly unequal income distribution, Beghin (2008) compared the country with some of 
the poorest African countries such as Sierra Leone, Lesotho and Namibia. According to 
him, the richest one percent of the population (less than 2 million people) possesses 
13 per cent of all household income which is similar to that of the poorest 50 per cent 
(nearly 80 million). According to the UNDP (2010), due to its high incidence of pov-
erty, low educational achievement, and middling health indicators the country ranked 
the 73rd globally in overall human development index in 2010. One can compare this 
trend of development as a ‘conservative modernization’ model which has ultimately 
failed to bring any positive and democratic change and has rather generated a slow eco-
nomic growth. Beghin (2008) attributed this to the lack of regulation in the labour mar-
ket where more than half of the population does not benefit from labour rights. 
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Local Knowledge and Local Traditional Handicraft Industries in Brazil 

Local knowledge (LK) is synonymized as indigenous knowledge (IK), pastoral 
knowledge or traditional knowledge (TK). This knowledge originates from the rural 
communities where people have limited or no education so they still live as one with 
nature. This kind of knowledge is held communally by communities that may be indig-
enous, rural or urban. This knowledge has been produced and preserved through those 
communities' everyday matters of life, food production, health, education, environment, 
etc. It is very much tied to the socio-economic, spiritual and cultural aspects of their 
lives and livelihoods. After the industrial revolution, this knowledge is embedded and 
combined in the cultural fabric woven with social, economic, technical, philosophical, 
learning/educational, legal, and governance dimensions. This is scientific threads of 
people developed and refined over time in the spectrum of globalization. This has been 
labelled differently in different regions and countries (Islam 2019). 

Local knowledge has been strongly criticized in the global literature. Many authors 
think that this knowledge is ‘old-fashioned’, ‘backwards’, ‘static’ or ‘unchanging’. 
Cheng (2003 as quoted in Islam 2019) strongly argues that LK is the knowledge that 
has been tested as valid in a local context, and accumulated by the local community or 
people. From its current standpoint, TK has already been proved as a body of know-
ledge and it has widespread application as it becomes profound via the close contact 
with nature (such as environment, land, weather, and natural disasters) and livelihood 
resources (such as people, their occupations, economy, local administration, power 
structure, social stratification, language, local culture, religion, values, taboos, and hu-
man skills). It is rooted in the traditional practices through trial and error and adapted 
with local culture, practice, values and norms, and it is commonly shared and transmit-
ted from one generation to another. From this observation, we can argue that TK is well 
experimented by the local people over generations. It has two important aspects: one is 
that this knowledge is the identity of a particular country, community or region; and the 
other is that it has local acceptance which is cherished by local people who love it and 
care it.  

These traditional skills have perceived the effects of globalization in different ways, 
but apparently, some changes occur mainly due to the consequences that affect urban 
centres. It is possible to observe transformations due to technological advancements 
and/or displacements, real estate valuation as the world urban population increases in its 
numbers and socio-cultural transformations as a hegemonic Western culture dissemi-
nates its values around the globe (Dorman 2000). When a large furniture production 
chain is established in an emerging economy, there are several side effects to be ob-
served: one is the positive effect of creating jobs and building investment opportunities 
when local suppliers have to cope with the new demand. At the same time, this process 
starts to affect the local culture as it offers a new behaviour model of how to buy furni-
ture. For instance, instead of going to a cabinet maker, a customer may go to a large 
store. These are two different cultural processes. Initially, the local shop establishes a 
more personal relationship with its community of clients and within this relationship 
framework, new furniture is ordered and produced. A large shop has to rely on mass 
communication tools to bring in customers and convince them to buy the offered goods. 
In this situation, no community formation occurs and it is just from this point that cul-
ture and local identity start to be fragmented and become more vulnerable to Western 
cultural values. In the present research, we have observed that in Brazil the local wood 
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workshops have mainly become repair workshops. Of course, one of their strong points 
is refurbishing older pieces that were produced in older times and may represent family 
choices, tradition and legacies, but at the same time, the repair shops start to work on 
pieces that were bought from large national and multinational brands that disseminate 
their concepts to an immense public and in this way the hegemonic Western cultural 
value is preserved in place of local identity. 

Methodology 

Research approach and method 

This research is based on a qualitative study with application of a case study and con-
tent analysis. The content analysis is used for conceptual framework followed by a case 
study method where Brazil was selected as a case from Latin America. In our content 
analysis we used a Qualitative Interpretative Meta-Synthesis (QIMS), a nonlinear con-
ceptualization of a cross-study data collection tool that intends to merge themes from  
a collection of related studies that ultimately result in a holistic understanding (Ruiz and 
Praetorius 2016; Islam 2016; Reza, Subramaniam, and Islam 2019; Chowdhury, 
Wahab, and Islam 2019; Islam et al. 2019). The summary of the QIMS finding is pre-
sented in the literature review section. 

Sampling and data collection methods in the case study 

In this study, we used an in-depth case interview and observations methods for data 
collection where four cases were selected purposively from four different traditional 
handicraft industries such as blacksmithing, metalworking, shoemaking and machine 
manufacturing in Sao Paolo city in Brazil. The justification to select these cases is 
threefold. First, we wanted to provide detailed information about the impacts of globali-
zation on these traditional local handicraft industries. Secondly, we talked to several 
labourers from these industries in Sao Paolo city but found that these four cases from 
four local traditional handicraft industries could provide the analytical-qualitative data 
on how globalization impacted their occupations and livelihoods. Thirdly, we thought 
that these four cases would provide an overall qualitative data within our limited time, 
manpower, and cost. We elaborated a guideline for data collection with some unstruc-
tured/open-ended questions including the scope of their work, their socioeconomic pro-
file, opportunities and threats for their occupations caused by globalization, and future 
trend of traditional handicraft industry. We conducted these case interviews in a prefer-
able and comfortable place either at their working places in their leisure time or during 
their breaks. We had several interviews for each case and each session took an hour 
time. We also developed a checklist for the observation method. 

Research ethics and data analysis 

We followed the research ethics of the University of Malaya. Before starting the field 
study, we took permission from this ethical body and also took verbal permission of the 
four respondents, and clearly explained the research objectives to the respondents. A tape 
recorder was used to record the whole interview along with their photographs which were 
inserted in the result section. We again took field notes during our in-depth case inter-
views and observation with several verbatim. A descriptive technique was used for case 
description with some verbatim.  
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Results: Impacts of Globalization on Traditional Handicraft Industries 

Typewriter repairman  

Mr Domingos Oliveira has worked for over 20 years in the Brazilian branch of Italian 
typewriting machine manufacturer Olivetti. After computers had replaced this writing 
and communication machine, he started providing refurbishing and repair services not 
only for aficionados and collectors but also for some odd needs, like companies that 
need a mechanical back-up for issuing invoices in isolated places when there is an elec-
tricity shortage. While reflecting on his working past, it is possible to observe from his 
remarks that there are two relevant components in the way his business has shifted over 
time. Initially, his competences were mainly based on mechanical engineering technics. 
As a repair technician, manual precision and ingenuity were prime assets while per-
forming his tasks as well.  

 

Fig. 1. Mr Domingos Oliveira, typewriter repairman for Olivetti 

According to him, ‘it has always been a work that has given me great pleasure.’ As the 
demand for typewriting machine shrunk over time, he started moving towards repairing 
household appliances. As these devices carry a lot of fragile electrical components, the 
demand for his expertise required some new knowledge, but his working process shifted 
mostly from repairing parts to replacing components. From a cultural perspective, it is 
possible to observe, that his business was once highly regarded by the community, as it 
had a direct link with the ability to write and to communicate, or if seen from a different 
point of view, a direct relation with present and future time. Nowadays, his occupation 
is regarded as something linked with the past, as it actually is, when we only look at the 
object itself, but if we amplify our observation scope, it is also the present and future, 
from a cultural perspective. As a technician, Mr Domingos understands that his occupa-
tion will change over time, as objects change with technological advancements, but 
what he regrets most is the loss of community relevance, as once his business used to be 
a point of cultural exchange between clients, providers and employers. 

Blacksmiths 

A local blacksmith for over 30 years, Mr Edilson Santana, has his workshop in a busy 
neighbourhood. Not only repairing is his main occupation, but also, building steel gates, 
doors and windows for local customers. His workshop is situated in a presently expen-
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sive part of the city, so the real estate value kept the rental prices going up and Mr San-
tana is planning to move to an outside downtown neighbourhood where costs are more 
affordable. Santana told,  

I love it because it comes from my father who affords his family lives and 
livelihoods by this. I have seen him mold these pieces and he puts his heart in 
them. I just like working with metal in general. Working with my hands, in 
general, is peaceful and enjoyable. 

The blacksmiths (who used metals through firing and strengthening of their ham-
mers on heavy anvils thus making utensils for their communities) started to disappear 
after the Industrial Revolution. This is also true for Brazil. There is clear evidence in 
history that this work was of crucial importance during the colonization period in Bra-
zil. After the arrival of immigrants and due to population growth, there increased the 
demand for tools and mechanisms to meet the needs of local communities in agriculture 
and transport as well as in day-to-day life. In many cases, these tools were used for de-
fense. They preserved this knowledge, which was considered as secret, over genera-
tions. This was particularly important in terms of their techniques of working with ma-
terials like iron. Their work and approach contributed to their significant recognition, 
prestige and power. Due to the expansion of industrialization and later globalization, the 
blacksmiths' products have been hugely replaced by the metal industry. Now one may 
find some blacksmiths still surviving in a few places in the cities particularly in the re-
mote areas of the world.  

 

Fig. 2. Mr Edilson Santana, a local blacksmith 

Shoemaker 

Mr Paulo Ribeiro has had his workshop in the same place for over 40 years in the city of 
São Paulo. Repairing shoes is his specialization, but he can also make new ones, especial-
ly for clients with peculiar needs. Consumerism has pushed most of his competitors out of 
business and he anticipates the coming end of his workshop since no one in his family has 
taken an interest in the occupation that kept his family for all his life. 

A traditional occupation around the world, local shoemakers, are not going to fade 
away, but demand for them has substantially decreased along with a shift occurring in 
their business model. Their occupation has faced changes caused by consumerism, as 
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consumers buy cheap shoes and once they get worn out, a new pair is bought and not 
repaired. Mr Paulo said that he had taken care of his family all his life by working in his 
small workshop in the middle-class neighborhood in town. A craft is usually learned 
from minor works with someone more experienced, but today it does not get as much 
attention from the younger generation as it used to when he started his work. So he said, 
‘this is a face-to-face business, that is, you have to build closer relationships with your 
clients so they keep coming back, twenty years ago I used to keep personal foot models 
for some of my most recurrent clients.’ As the business model is replaced by chains of 
repair shops, the close ties developed over the years tend to loosen up and with time the 
only remained cultural meaning is a kind of ‘objectification’ as the cultural meaning 
shifts from the craft to the object or product. 

 

Fig. 3. Mr Paulo Ribeiro, shoemaker, São Paulo 

Traditional locksmith 

Traditional locks are still in demand since a well-made and polished set of keys keeps 
clients coming back to Mr Claudio Lima's workshop in the city of São Paulo. A ser-
vice like his often makes him come to clients' homes late at night or on holidays. 
Word of mouth plays an important role in his business and is a source of reliability 
for customers.  

 

Fig. 4. Mr Claudio Lima, traditional key cutting, São Paulo 
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According to his remarks, his job offers him a kind of a window into customers houses 
and offices, ‘people allow me briefly into their private lives and I learned that discretion 
plays a major role in my field.’ He says that technology has brought changes to this ar-
ea, but it is a slow process, as most of houses and apartments still have conventional 
keys. ‘I had to adapt and learn new tools quickly, I added new shape and design to tradi-
tional locks.’ When looking for the market, a good locksmith builds a clientele not too 
far from his shop since a large part of his work will make him go to a client's place. One 
should also point out that even if it is a small shop when it is located in a higher middle-
class area, the rental payment will take a large portion of the revenue, making it a chal-
lenge to maintain a business in the same place for too long. In cities facing intense real 
estate development, the rental prices push small businesses away, towards cheaper areas 
and as a consequence, open the market to electronic devices, provided by new compa-
nies with different business models, usually with no connection with the community.  

Discussion and Conclusions 

Based on four in-depth case interviews with a blacksmith, a locksmith, a shoemaker and a 
typewriter repairman working in Sao Paolo city in Brazil, this paper showed the negative 
impacts of globalization on the traditional handicraft industries. As a part of the research 
conducted for this paper, a photographic social documentary was made in Brazil and from 
the situations encountered during the fieldwork, a series of documentary images were tak-
en that help to illustrate many of the concepts addressed in this paper. The documentation 
side of this project portrays people and their professions, especially those which are grad-
ually disappearing or becoming invisible to the society due to technology advancement, 
growth of the real estate value or social and cultural transformations. 

If we consider the pros and cons of the four in-depth case interviews, we can see 
many globalization-caused tensions in traditional handicraft industries. As already men-
tioned, the presence of a strong entrepreneurship culture in Latin America has played its 
role in maintaining regional cultural diversity and strength. Artisanship and small business 
models are widespread throughout the region, but as society moves from its rural roots to 
an urban model, the economic diversity affects this traditional handicrafts and this leads to 
the loss of cultural richness. The concentration of population in large urban centres as-
signs a completely novel dynamic to this process. As urbanized areas become densely 
populated, the real estate values start to play an important role in pushing small businesses 
towards the periphery of the city and thus, make room for brands and services supported 
by mass communication means to substitute for the formerly existing significant diversity 
of small businesses. Together with technological advance and transformations in mass 
communications, these drivers have acted as significant key players in establishing global 
values in Brazil in recent years.  

As we observe in Brazil, globalization has been intensified through political global-
ization while there is a clear imbalance between economic institutions and globaliza-
tion. The process has eliminated most of the borders for technology, finances, trade and 
organizational models. As mentioned before, the natural drive for entrepreneurship is 
part of the Latin American culture, and many traditional professions have been remod-
elled as culture changes in response to newly available technologies, communications 
advancements and investment opportunities in hegemonic Western-value businesses. 
This case has massively happened in the capital city São Paulo where many people are 
comparatively poor and have been occupied in the local handicraft industries. They face 
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many problems associated with technology displacement due to globalization. We have 
revealed that all local handicraft industries have been declining because globalization 
transforms these professions in terms of quantity and quality of products, on the one hand, 
and changes individual choices, on the other. For example, once an indispensable tool in 
any administrative profession and office in Brazil, as well as around the world, the type-
writers were replaced by personal computers. In other cases, many shoemakers and furni-
ture-makers do not have orders due to the growing high-quality products coming from 
shoe industries and large furniture companies. The local handicraft industries, like black-
smithing are getting narrower since similar products are available in supermarkets at af-
fordable prices. The local manufacturers and locksmiths are not in demand as most of the 
related products are one-time use and many of them are not repairable. This is very com-
mon in Sao Paolo and other cities and is gradually expanding in rural areas. 

To consider different perspectives, this study suggests some policy implications 
which may help overcome the negative impacts of globalization on four traditional 
handicraft industries in Brazil:  

 The government of Brazil may play the key role in the restoration of traditional 
and indigenous knowledge and local identity. However, further extensive research is 
needed to study the impact of globalization on indigenous handicraft industries. 

 The government should pay more attention to integration and regional coopera-
tion in the traditional handicraft industries, where mass poverty and social inequality are 
high. The workers employed in these industries are marginalized over time. And it turns 
particularly important how the country can provide equalization in the situation of glob-
alization so that such marginalization could be minimized. 

 It is important to improve regional integration among Latin American countries, 
where natural disasters, climate change and political conflicts have an impact on the 
globalization process.  

 Local identity throughout Brazil becomes so scarce today. Like traditional handi-
craft industries much of the national heritage, local and indigenous knowledge, habits 
and cultures, social norms and values, clothes and fashion, arts and architecture, history, 
occupations, food, music, carnivals, sports, sculpture, literature, etc. continue to disap-
pear. It can be problematic to find differences between people in future. The young 
generation will face more identity crises. The government together with international 
institutions such as UNESCO should play the key role in preservation and expansion of 
the value of these identities.  

 A good initiative should come from the government how to make the localization 
process smoother and how to extend this process. If necessary, the exchange of experi-
ence and technical support from international experts should be expanded so that many 
global initiatives can be successfully implemented without compromising on the envi-
ronment and the quality of production.  

Acknowledgement 

We would like to acknowledge the University of Malaya under the Equitable Society 
Research Cluster (ESRC) research grant RP0 24C-15SBS for the financial support  

Conflict of interest 

No conflict of interest among the authors. 



Journal of Globalization Studies 2020 • November 120 

REFERENCES 

Allen, T., and Skelton, T. 2005. Culture and Global Change. Routledge. 

Beghin, N. 2008. Notes on Inequality and Poverty in Brazil: Current Situation and Chal-
lenges. Background Paper: Oxfam International. 

Chowdhury, S. R., Wahab, H. A., and Islam, M. R. 2019. The Role of Faith-Based NGOs in 
Social Development: Invisible Empowerment. International Social Work 62 (3): 1055–1074. 

Daly, H. 1999. Globalization Versus Internationalization Implications. Ecological Econom-
ics 31 (1): 3137. 

Dorman, P. 2000. Actually Existing Globalization. Rethinking Globalization: 3255. Lon-
don: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Islam, M. R. 2016. Hunger Reduction in China: An Analysis of Contextual Factors. Asian 
Social Work and Policy Review 10 (3): 295310. 

Islam, M. R. (Ed.). 2019. Social Research Methodology and New Techniques in Analysis, 
Interpretation and Writing. USA: IGI Global. 

Islam, M. R., Wahab, H. A., Burmester, C. F., and Chowdhury, S. R. 2019. Cultural Globali-
zation: A Critical Analysis of Identity Crises in the Developing Economies. In Faghih, N. 
(ed.), Globalization and Development (pp. 369385). Switzerland: Springer. 

Lee, K., and Collin, J. (Eds.). 2005. Global Change and Health. Open University Press. 

Maluf, R. S., and Burlundy, L. 2007. Poverty, Inequality and Social Policies in Brazil. Cen-
tro de referência em segurança alimentar e nutricional (CERESAN). 

Petrella, R. 2005. Globalization and internationalization: the dynamics of the emerging 
world order. In States against markets (pp. 5672). Routledge. 

Reza, M. M., Subramaniam, T., and  Islam, M. R. 2019. Economic and Social Well-Being 
of Asian Labour Migrants: A Literature Review. Social Indicators Research 141 (3): 
12451264.  

Ruiz, E., and Praetorius, R. T. 2016. Deciphering the Lived Experience of Latinos with Dia-
betes and Depression: A Qualitative Interpretive Meta-Synthesis. Social Work In Public 
Health 31 (2): 7082. 

The Levin Institute. 2017. What is Globalization? URL: https://www.globalization101.org/ 
what-is-globalization/. 

UNDP 2010. Human Development Report the Real Wealth of Nations: Pathways to Human 
Development. New York: The United Nations. 

Wolf, M. 2005. Will Globalization Survive? World Economics 6 (4): 1. 


